
1924 In Review  
President:  Calvin Coolidge (R) 

United States Population: 114.1M 

Number of  States:  48 

Illinois Governor: Len Small (R) 

Illinois Population: 7.2M (3rd Largest State) 

Largest Cities: Chicago (2.7M), Peoria (76K), 

& East St. Louis (67K) 

Homecoming  
October 18, 1924 

Illinois vs. Michigan 

Red Grange  
The October 18, 1924 Homecoming 

game vaulted Harold E. “Red” 

Grange into the national spotlight.  

Grange returned the opening 

kickoff  for a 95 yard touchdown.  

He subsequently scored 3 

touchdowns in the first 12 minutes 

of  the game.  By the end of  the 

game he had scored 6 touchdowns 

total.  The victory crushed 

Michigan’s 20 win streak.  Grange 

received his “Galloping Ghost” 

nickname following the game’s 

performance.  Grange would play 1 

more year at Illinois before turning 

professional.  His number 77 was 

retired in 1925. 

In Champaign 

Memorial Stadium Dedication 
The first game played in the almost finished stadium was on November 3, 1923 against 

Chicago. The formal dedication followed on Homecoming of  the 1924 season. The stadium 

features 200 columns, 189 of  which feature the name of  an Illinois alumnus who perished in 

WWI. Psi Upsilon donated money to co-sponsor the column dedicated to John C. Hanley. 

Welcome ad from the 1924 

Homecoming Edition of  the 

Daily Illini 

In Illinois 
The First Illinois Governor Arrested in Office 
Len Small, from Kankakee, served in the Illinois Senate 1901-

1905. Then was elected State Treasurer, serving from 1905-1907 

and 1917-1919. He was elected to his first 4 year term as 

Governor in 1920.  

 After 7 months in office he was indicted on the charge of  

embezzling millions of  dollars as treasurer. He was acquitted 

after 90 minutes of  deliberations on June 24, 1924. A juror and 

two mobsters were indicted for tampering with the jury. They 

were also acquitted. Additionally, 8 jurors who acquitted him 

and the presiding Judge’s brothers ended up with State jobs. 

 None the less, Small was re-elected in 1924. In 1925 the 

Illinois Attorney General filed a civil suit over the previous 

embezzlement. This time, he was found guilty and forced to 

repay $1M to the State. After forcing State employees to 

contribute a portion of  their paychecks to his “defense fund” 

and negotiating with the state (which he ran), he only had to 

repay $650K, presumably none of  which were his own funds.  

 Small ran for Governor again in 1928, but lost in the primary.  

If  you think this is crazy, Google him and see some of  his other 

stunts.  

The Great Train Robbery 
Contrary to popular belief, one of  the greatest train 

robberies in American history did not occur out West or at 

the hands of  Butch Cassidy. In fact, it happened in 

Rondout, Illinois (Lake County) on June 12, 1924. At 10:30 

pm the train approached an intersection, forced to a stop 

by 2 robbers, who had boarded in Chicago. At Roundout, 4 

Cadillac sedans filled with gangsters were waiting for the 

take - sacks of  mail and $3M from the Federal Reserve 

intended to be distributed to banks along the route. 

 While the heist was masterfully orchestrated, it did not 

go quite as planned. Panicked after the locomotive was 

infiltrated, the engineer overshot the stop, forcing the train 

to backup. In the confusion, a friendly fire incident 

occurred between criminal element, resulting in one death. 

Even with this chaos, they still successfully escaped with 

the money. 

 Numerous law enforcement agencies teamed to chase 

the bandits to include the Lake County sheriff  and Postal 

Inspector William Fahy. Throughout the investigation, 

Fahy repeatedly considered leads “wild goose chases” and 

was seen spending heavily.  

 Growing suspicious of  the investigation, the U.S. 

Attorney General sent another Postal Inspector undercover 

to gather evidence. This evidence led to the conviction of  

the entire group of  bandits, to include the operation’s 

mastermind - William Fahy.   

Scarlet Fever 
 The date of  the first 

Scarlet fever occurrence is 

unknown. The medical 

community made great 

progress in understanding 

the disease through the 

second half  of  the 1800s.  

 While knowledge of  the 

disease was increasing, the 

first quarter of  the 1900s 

passed without effective 

treatment methods. The 

fever was spread through 

inhalation, therefore it was 

common to quarantine 

facilities once a case was 

recognized.  

 In September 1924, 

there were 109 cases in 

Illinois. Come November, 

the disease struck Psi 

Upsilon, forcing the house 

into quarantine. The 

article below from the 16 

November 1924 Daily Illini 

mentions 4 brothers who 

were released after 

producing evidence of  

already having the disease. 

However, they had to stay 

away from the house for a 

week.  

Most Popular Undergraduate Majors: 

Women: General Liberal Arts and Sciences 

(1,313 out of  2,168 total enrolled)  

Men: General Business 

(1,369 out of  5,897 total enrolled) 


