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October 1943 

The Omicron Chapter 

was one of   16 

fraternities that chose to 

remain inactive for the 

duration of  the war as 

of  October 1943. By 

the end of  the war, 45 

of  52 fraternity houses 

on campus would be 

utilized to house 

ASTP trainees.   

7 October 1943—Daily Illini 

June-July 1943 

The Army Specialized 

Training Program (ASTP) 

was developed in April 

1943 by the Chief  of  

Staff  of  the Army.  The 

program was implemented 

at several Universities and 

Colleges to train soldiers in 

the fields of  medicine, 

engineering, languages, 

science, mathematics , and 

psychology.  The inflow of  

men to the University required substantial amounts of  housing with around 14,000 trainees staying at 

the University between July 1943 and March 1946. 

The University began taking over fraternity houses, presumably in part because each organizations’ 

membership was down due to the war.  The Omicron chapter was housing ASTP trainees beginning 

July 1, 1943.  They were one of  the first 6 houses converted for this use by the government. 

20 June 1943—Daily Illini 24 June 1943—Daily Illini 3 July 1943—Daily Illini 

September 1945 

By fall semester 1945, 

the fraternity was not 

yet active.  With a huge 

influx of  returning 

veterans the University 

was short on housing.  

The Omicron Chapter 

was leased by the 

University to 

house women for 

the fall 1945 semester. 

29 September 1945—Daily Illini 

First post-war 

Pledge Class 

22 September 

1946—Daily 

Illini 

6 August 1946—Daily Illini 

August-September 1946 

When rush came around in Fall 

1946, the Omicron Chapter was up 

and running.  With many fraternities 

returning to active status, Psi Upsilon 

managed to acquire 19 pledges.   

The house suspended operations for three years during World War II.  There were no indications of  the house 

closing at the March 8, 1943 chapter meeting, the last one with recorded minutes available.  Based on notes from 

1951, the last chapter meeting before the shut down was estimated to have been on May 17, 1943.  Based on 

accounting records, the last operating day of  the chapter was June 10, 1943, with operations resuming in February 

1946.  The first post-war chapter meeting was held on March 11, 1946.  During the spring and summer semesters 

of  1946, the brothers were sharing the curved house with Chi Phis and Delta Kappa Epsilons.  By September 1946 

enough brothers had returned or joined that the house resumed full operations housing only Omicron brothers. 

Right:  Group photo from the 

1943 Illio.  This was the last 

year the fraternity would 

appear in the annual 

publication until 1947. 

Left: Group photo 

from the 1947 Illio.  

This was the first year 

the fraternity was 

back in the annual 

publication. 

March 1942 

The house showed the first signs of  doing 

their part by purchasing a war bond instead of  

holding their Spring Formal. 

27 March 1942—Daily Illini 

Above:  Photos of  ASTP trainees on campus from the 1944 Illio. 


