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In Memoriam 
Omicron Brothers Killed in Action during World War II 

WWII was the second most costly war, in terms of  lives lost, next to only the Civil War.  WWII claimed 405,399 Americans dead and missing. The Civil 

War claimed over 620,000. The following images and information attempt to put these staggering losses into perspective. Imagine the total student 

population of  9.2 University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign campuses (44,087) not coming home - this was the total loss between 1941 and 1945. 

Left: The Freedom Wall at the National WWII Memorial in Washington, D.C. There are 4,048 

gold stars mounted on the wall. Each star represents 100 American service personnel dead or 

missing.  

Above: A bar chart shows the number of WWII casualties from several demographic groups. 

Right: The county tabulation sheet from the Illinois WWII Honor 

List of Dead and Missing, published by the War Department in 

June 1946. The following acronyms are used in the report: 

KIA: Killed in Action. An individual who was killed in action, 

whether at the front or by enemy action in the rear areas, or if 

a prisoner of war, whether by air bombardment of his prison 

camp or being shot while escaping.  

DOW: Died of Wounds. Persons who were wounded and later 

died.  

DOI: Died of Injuries. Those who suffered fatal battle injuries 

(as opposed to wounds) in combat or in combat areas, and 

died in a line-of-duty status. 

DNB: Died, Non-Battle. Other line-of-duty deaths, such as from 

sickness, homicide, suicide, or accidents outside combat areas 

(including training and maneuver deaths). 

FOD: Finding of Death. Individuals who were determined to 

be dead under Public Law 490. Made in cases, after at least 

one year from time of disappearance, when there was either 

conclusive proof that the person is dead or equally 

overwhelming proof that the person could not have remained 

alive.  

M: Missing Persons.  

To put it in perspective 

On Campus 
As discussed in other displays, campus life was altered dramatically during WWII. Of  the documents discovered, there was relatively little insight into 

feelings from the student body as lives were likely lost from their campus family, hometowns, and biological families. Some of  the best evidence found was 

in the dedication of  the 1944 Illio, which featured the below image and text.  

167 HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES  ---   14,810 HAVE GONE TO WAR 

 Palermo...Kiska...Guam...Midway...Teheran...Never have the fighting Illini in those places and at home 

meant more to their country and their Alma Mater than now - 1944. Mud...mosquitoes...Japs....tropical 

fever...Hitler...It’s a far cry from the loving outstretched arms of Alma Mater. She’s a million miles away 

from the Fighting Illini who lies down at night to sleep and wake and wonder. She’s a million miles away, 

but closer and dearer to his heart. He’ll come back tonight to tramp the Boardwalk, to dream of an Illini 

coed, to walk again the muted halls of Labor and Learning. Perhaps he’ll toss restlessly and wonder how 

the “old place” has changed, what they’re thinking and if they know as surely as he does that Victory is 

certain and worth dying for.  

 On the University of Illinois service flag, an Illini heart beats behind each shining star, with courageous 

spirit and a hope for the Victorious future. To the Victory of our Allied Nations...to the beating heart behind 

each star...to each still heart behind the golden symbol of supreme sacrifice, we humbly dedicate this book. 

 


